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all schools o£ Nationalists now rejected as utterly inadequate. By a queer turn of the wheel the Ulster Unionists who had been life-long and bitter opponents of Parliamentary Home Rule were the first to accept it; and on June 22, 1921, the King visited Belfast to inaugurate the Northern Parliament and made a touching speech pleading for harmony and goodwill in all parts of Ireland. The Government now had to make a definite choice between a regular military reconquest of Southern Ireland and coming to terms with the insurgents. The third course of "-official reprisals" plainly could not be persisted in against the rising tide of disapproval and protest. Conquest was possible, but it offered no final solution and would pile up odium and cost. Settlement on the other hand was difficult, for when Mr. Asquith had declared Dominion Home Rule to be inevitable, the Government had pronounced it to be " unthinkable," and it was certain that even the moderate Nationalists would accept nothing less.
Dominion Home Rule
Given that the Government was not prepared to undertake reconquest, Dominion Home Rule was in truth inevitable, and negotiations began on that basis in July, 1921, and were continued until December 6, when an Irish Treaty was signed in London, conferring Dominion status on the twenty-six Southern Counties, and confirming the Northern Counties in their decision to remain under Parliamentary Home Rule, as defined in the Act of 1920. There were many anxious moments before this conclusion was reached, the Government requiring military, naval and fiscal reservations in the interests of the Empire, the Irish holding out for the completest independence possible within the Commonwealth of Nations.
In the end Mr. Arthur Griffith, the founder of the Sinn Fein movement, and Mr. Michael Collins, one of the most dashing of the Irish insurgents, played an honourable and conciliatory part in which they were met more than half-way by leading members of the Government who in former days had been prominent in opposing Home Rule. Mr. de Valera, however, proved irreconcilable, and when Dail Eireann accepted the treaty (January 7, 1922) he ceased to be President and was succeeded by Mr. Arthur Griffith ,,Mr. Michael Collinsh the Parliamentary Home Rule which they had rejected when the Irish accepted it, but which
